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G 
reetings, Lady Blazer Nation! 
Another chapter in the sto-
ried history of Lady Blazer 
basketball has come to a 

close. The program produced its fourth 20
-win season in the past five years and 
made a third straight trip to the NCAA 
Division II Womenõs Basketball tourna-
ment. 
 
The season started out with a bang when 
the Lady Blazers hosted Puerto Rico de 
Cayey in the Manwell Produce Lady 
Blazer Classic. VSU looked as if it were 
already in mid-season form by blasting the 
Lady Bulls by a 79-20 count. The Lady 
Blazers then faced off against a tough 
Tampa squad the very next day. The result 
was a 55-27 triumph that caused all teams 
in the south region to take notice. Coach 
Hillõs troops continued their solid play 
throughout the non-conference slate by 
notching wins over Albany State, Nova 
Southeastern, Warner, GSC-West foe 
Henderson State, Georgia Southwestern, 
and Flagler, carrying a 10-4 record into 
GSC conference play. 
 
The Lady Blazers got off to a hot start in 
GSC play, winning its first five contests.  
The streak started with a trip to Alabama-
Huntsville to take on the Lady Chargers. 
VSU used its trademark suffocating de-
fense to swamp UAH 59-48. Next up was 
a match-up with heated rival West Geor-
gia. The Lady Blazers trailed by 9 with less 
than 2 minutes remaining but rallied to 
stun the Lady Wolves 52-51 on an Erin 
Keller put-back at the buzzer. VSU con-
tinued on its torrid march by defeating 
North Alabama (69-55), West Alabama 
(58-53), and Montevallo (51-50). 
 

After dropping two heart-breaking road 
losses to West Georgia and North Ala-
bama, VSU won its final four conference 
games. A much-needed win over UAH 
was followed by two dominating perform-
ances against West Alabama and Monte-
vallo. The Lady Blazers did not allow more 
than 47 points in those three games. A 
come-from-behind 63-61 win over West 
Florida in the season finale helped the 
team finish 9-3 in conference play, good 
for second place in the division. 
 
The next challenge that waited for the 
Flame Red and Black was the GSC tourna-
ment in Southaven, MS. VSU faced off 
against the Golden Suns of Arkansas Tech 
in the quarterfinals. In a tough, physical 
affair the Lady Blazers emerged with a 56-
47 victory. All that stood in the way of 
VSU and a trip to the tournament title 
game was Delta State. The Lady Blazers 
led for the majority of the game before 
falling 55-52 in overtime.  
 
The journey was not complete, however, 
as VSU earned an at-large bid to the 
NCAA Division II South Regional. Gar-
nering the eighth seed, the Lady Blazers 
faced off against Delta State once again. 
After falling behind early, VSU fought 
back to take the lead late in the first half. 
However, the Lady Statesmen were too 
strong on their home floor and posted a 
58-48 win. 
 
The Lady Blazers finished the season at 21
-9. Since the 2004-2005 season, the VSU 
Womenõs Basketball program has posted a 
113-39 ledger. The team has much to look 
forward to next season as it returns 10 
players to the fold.  
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´Knowing where 

you³re going is 

the first step to 

getting there.µ  

~Ken 

Blanchard  

 

 

 
 
 

BELIEVE  

Coach õs  Corner 

As we put a final wrap up on this season, I want to reflect on where we were compared to 
where we finished. As the 2007-08 season concluded, Lady Blazer Basketball had accomplished 
several things: 
 
GSC East Division Runner-up 
GSC Tournament Semi-Finalist 
Second Consecutive NCAA Tournament Bid ð Sweet Sixteen Finish  
Final Record of 26-6  
Graduated seven seniors  
Eighth consecutive year of a Team GPA of 3.0 or better  
Four of those seven seniors in Graduate School at VSU  
Two of those seven seniors are playing professionally in Europe  
One of those seven seniors has been in the work force and will begin work on a master of sci-
ence and PhD work in chemistry at the University of South Carolina this summer 
 
With three letter-winners returning for the 2008-09 season and a total of ten new faces, the 
challenge of replicating or even coming close to matching these previous standards seemed im-
possible. I continued to hear the term òrebuild,ó but our coaching staff and teamõs focus was 
on the word òreload.ó Through identifying individuals who would be able to fit with our core 
values and help us and each other to meet the mission of our program, we were able to accom-
plish standards that are synonymous with excellence. We were able to accomplish the following 
things: 
 
GSC East Division Runner-up 
GSC Tournament Semi-Finalist 
Third consecutive NCAA Tournament Bid (Four out of the last five years)  
Graduating two seniors  
TBAéNinth Consecutive year of a Team GPA of 3.0 or better  
One of those two seniors will be on our staff next year, finishing her graduate work  
One of those two seniors will be playing overseas in the fall 
 
This was a team with two transfers with one year of eligibility to play, three juniors, two sopho-
mores, and six freshmen. With only three players who ever played together, this was a remark-
able season. I am so proud of each of these young women and our coaching staff for buying 
into what we do early and with resolve, moving forward in a positive direction each day in our 
journey. We improved as the year progressed, and we began playing our best basketball in late 
February and March. I am excited for the future. We grew as a team and as a program. With the 
new student-athletes who are coming to campus this fall, we will be able to shore up some 
shortcomings that hurt us at times this year. As long as we can stay healthy, wise, and hungry to 
be the best team we can be, Lady Blazer Basketball will remain on solid ground óreloadingó and 
not òrebuilding.ó 
 
As the summer approaches, please consider our program as something in which to invest your 
time, energy, and money. Each is a precious gift that if used properly will reap valuable rewards. 
We feel we can give you an extreme value for your investment.  Lady Blazer Basketball has 
standards that are set at a high level. I feel itõs so important to recognize our mission.  


